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Questions About PDD Safety Standards and Inspections in my Home
ACDS is the Alberta Council of Disability Services. We support the service provider that supports you. Your service provider uses our Creating Excellence Together (CET Standards Overview) standards to help keep you safe in your home. You have the right to make decisions about your life and your home.

Did you know?  
· The government also has its own ‘Safety Standards’. 
· Your service provider has probably talked with you about the PDD Safety Standards. (pamphlet) If they have not, please ask them.

· Because of these Standards, more inspectors will want to see your home. Your services will not be funded if the inspectors are not allowed in.

· ACDS, self-advocates, service providers and families have been talking to the government about the safety standards. 

· Because of us speaking out, the government is reviewing the PDD Safety Standards and talking to us.

· The government is putting the PDD Safety Standards on hold for some people until March 2016, but not everyone. 

What is Standard 8?
· It is one of the standards of the PDD Safety Standards.

· Standard 8 requires that you and your service provider let a fire inspector, safety inspector and health inspector see your home.

· They will have a list of safety requirements that they will be looking for. 

What things might the inspector look for or want added to my home? 
· Water sprinklers

· Wired smoke alarms

· Things that may get in your way if there’s a fire and you need to leave in a hurry

· Things that may cause you to slip or trip

· Emergency lighting (think of a red exit sign above your doors)

· Windows that are big enough for you to climb out of if there is a fire

· A plan telling you what to do if there is a fire

· That there are fire extinguishers in your home

What happens after they see my home?
· The inspector will let you know what needs to be changed in your home.

· Your service provider or landlord may need to go to your local government to get permission to keep providing services in your home.

· You, your service provider and landlord will need to talk about what has to be done to your home for you to keep receiving services.

· These changes will have to be made or your service provider will not be given funding to help you in your home.       

· Your landlord will have to agree to make these changes. If they don’t, your service provider can help you find another place to live.

· The service provider will help you and/or the landlord apply to the RAMP program for some money to make the changes to your home.

· If these changes cost more than what the government will pay for, you might have to move to another home in the community.

What if I do not want the inspector to see my home?
· The government created Standard 8 of the PDD Safety Standards and if you do not like it, it is your right to tell them.

· Your service provider can help you to talk to the inspector before they come to see your home.

· You can ask the inspector whatever questions you wish.

· You can appeal any decision the government makes about your services. Your service provider can help you do this.

· You can make a complaint to the Human Rights Commission. Your service provider can help you contact them and fill out the form. 

· You can call Inclusion Alberta toll free at 1-800-252-7556 if you want help stopping the inspections. Your service provider can also help you reach them.

How can I talk to the government about the Safety Standards?
· Your service provider can help you to meet your MLA (Member of the Legislative Assembly) to talk about why you do not want the inspector to see your home. The government created Standard 8 and if you do not like it, it is your right to tell them.

· You can write a letter to MLAs and the committee that is reviewing the PDD Safety Standards.

· You can go to an event the government will be holding to talk about the PDD Safety Standards. Your service provider can help you find one near you.
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